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CHARGE, 


Reverend  Brethren, 

The  position  of  the  Church  of  England  at 
the  present  moment,  cannot  be  contemplated  with 
the  eye  of  indifference  by  any  person  who  regards 
religion  as  an  essential  ingredient  of  human  hap- 
piness. 

She  is  as  "  a  city  set  upon  a  hill,  which  cannot 
be  hid."  She  is  as  a  chief  city,  the  Zion  of  our 
Israel.  And  every  true  Israelite  will  say,  "  Peace 
be  within  her  walls,  and  plenteousness  within  her 
palaces."  "  For  the  sake  of  the  house  of  the  Lord 
our  God,  I  will  seek  to  do  thee  good^" 

But  peace,  in  its  perfect  state,  is  not  within  her 
walls ;  nor,  in  every  instance,  plenteousness  within 
her  palaces.  Her  members  are  divided ;  and  her 
enemies,  who  envy  her  beauty  and  deprecate  her 
power,  seek  her  ruin. 

'  Psalm  cxxii.  7.  9. 


6 


Therefore  it  will  become  us,  before  we  arrive  at 
the  main  point  to  be  proposed  for  our  present  consi- 
deration, "  to  walk  about  Zion,"  and  "  go  round  about 
her,  and  tell  the  towers  thereof.  To  mark  well  her 
bulwarks,  and  set  up  her  houses  ^"  In  other  words, 
to  take  a  survey  of  our  Established  Church,  and  see 
what  is  doing,  to  repair  her  dilapidations ;  have  an 
insight  into  her  points  of  defence,  and  count  those 
strong-holds  which  may  be,  and  are  designed  to  be, 
her  bulwarks. 

We  may  compare  our  Church  not  only  to  a  city 
conspicuous  from  her  situation,  but  also  as  one 
besieged  by  a  numerous  army  ;  the  forces  of  which, 
however  disunited  in  some  respects,  are  united  in 
their  endeavours  to  destroy  her  ascendancy,  and  to 
succeed,  in  whole  or  in  part,  in  placing  themselves 
in  her  station. 

To  this  point  of  consideration  we  have  to  add 
another;  namely,  the  fearful  division  of  sentiment 
which  is  within  her  walls. 

Although  our  hope  be  great  that  one  of  these 
differing  parties  has  too  much  attachment  to  it8 
nurturing  mother  entirely  to  forsake  her  commu- 
nion ;  yet  is  there  just  reason  to  fear  that  this  party 
has  a  strong  partiality  for  an  enemy  without,  which 
would  lose  no  opportunity  to  overthrow  and  sup- 
plant her.  This  must  necessarily  weaken  her  posi- 
tion, in  proportion  as  it  tends  to  diminish  her  con- 

'  Psalm  xlviii.  12,  13. 


fidence  in  the  fidelity  of  those  who  are  partially 
entrusted  with  her  interests. 

Now,  in  order  to  qualify  ourselves  for  the  effective 
discharge  of  the  service  we  owe  to  her  under  these 
circumstances,  we  must  keep  an  attentive  watch 
over  the  sentiments  entertained,  and  the  practice 
pursued,  by  each  band  of  her  various  opponents. 

We  do  not,  indeed,  at  present,  intend  to  enter 
upon  their  respective  sentiments  or  practices ;  but 
in  passing  on  to  our  main  subject,  we  may  notice 
one  opposing  party  which,  by  withholding  the  lawful 
tribute,  is  endeavouring  to  bring  our  sacred  edifices 
to  decay  and  ruin.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to 
remind  you  that  such  conduct  is  in  direct  opposition 
to  the  law  of  the  land,  which  from  a  remote  period 
has  made  a  public  provision  for  the  maintenance  of 
parochial  churches.  The  party  alluded  to  pleads  con- 
science to  justify  their  refusal  to  grant  the  rate  for 
the  necessary  repairs.  But  that  plea  will  not  bear 
the  test.  Indeed  (as  Sir  Herbert  Oakley  has  well 
observed),  "  it  is  wonderful  that  any  person  com- 
petently instructed  should  ground  his  opposition  on 
that  plea."  "  The  demand  of  church-rate  is  not  on 
the  man's  conscience,  on  his  religious  opinions,  or  on 
his  person,  but  on  his  property ;  and  the  case  in  this 
respect  is  precisely  similar  to  that  of  other  rates  to 
which  property  is  liable.  Moreover,  the  obligation 
with  respect  to  all  rates  is  acknowledged  by  the 
individual  himself  in  the  terms  of  his  purchase  or 
lease,  which   are   regulated  accordingly.     He   then 


consented  to  the  condition.  It  cannot,  therefore, 
be  open  to  him  to  violate  that  condition  after- 
wards on  the  plea  of  conscience ;  nor  can  it  be 
contended  that  the  case  ofchurch-rate  differs  from 
the  others,  inasmuch  as  it  depends  on  the  will  of  the 
vestry  whether  it  be  granted  at  all !  Suppose  this 
were  admitted,  which  it  is  not ;  suppose  that  it  were 
ultimately  decided,  that  there  is  no  available  remedy 
when  a  rate  has  been  rejected  by  a  majority ;  still 
we  might  ask  (for  the  appeal  here  is  to  the  con- 
science, and  to  a  sense  of  duty),  ought  it  not  to 
be  sufficient  that  the  liability  of  the  parishioners 
is  declared  by  all  the  courts  to  be  indisputable? 
There  is  not  a  question  as  to  the  obligation ;  it  is  only 
the  means  of  enforcing  it^." 

In  aid  of  this  impost,  incumbent  upon  every 
parish,  comes  that  important  body  deserving  the 
benefactions  of  all  who  can  afford  them,  "  the  Incor- 
porated Society  for  the  Enlargement,  Building,  and 
Repairing  of  our  Sacred  Edifices:"  the  labours 
and  benefits  of  which  are  shown  in  the  Report  of 
the  last  year.  In  that  statement,  it  appears  that 
2139  grants  have  been  voted;  339,930/.  expended; 
and  588,232  accommodations  provided,  of  which 
427,877  are  free. 

These  statements  are  as  cheering  as  they  are 
worthy  of  regard.  They  point  out  to  us  how  much 
has  been  done ;  and  encourage  us  to  persevere  in 

•  See  Archdeacon  Oakley's  Charge. 
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that  department,  by  showing  how  much  more  is  yet 
to  be  provided.  At  the  same  time  we  ought  not 
to  forget,  that  in  several  dioceses,  local  societies, 
having  the  same  object  in  view,  are  in  operation; 
which,  independently  of  local  grants,  have  contri- 
buted considerably  to  the  Incorporated  Society 
itself. 

Again;  whilst  these  important  exertions  are 
making  in  support  of  our  venerated  Establishment, 
enactments  have  been  passed  by  the  Legislature 
with  the  intent  to  provide  suitable  houses  of  resi- 
dence on  benefices  the  net  value  of  which  amounts 
to  100/.  per  annum,  as  they  shall  become  vacant ; 
the  practical  benefit  of  which  cannot  readily  be 
obtained. 

The  Legislature  also  passed  an  Act,  in  July  of 
last  year  (1843),  to  render  the  estates  and  revenues 
vested  in  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Governors  of  Queen  Anne's  Bounty,  applicable 
immediately  to  the  better  provision  for  spiritual 
care  of  populous  parishes.  This  enactment,  among 
other  things,  gives  power  for  the  constitution  of 
districts  for  spiritual  purposes,  which  are  to  be 
endowed  to  the  amount  of  100/.  per  annum,  at  the 
least.  Still  the  act  is  not  to  affect  parochial  rights, 
&c.,  otherwise  than  is  expressly  provided. 

The  patronage  under  these  circumstances  may  be 
conferred  upon  contributors  to  the  endowment,  or 
to  a  church,  or  their  nominees.     But  the  remaining 
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patronage    is   to   be    exercised    alternately    by   the 
Crown  and  the  Bishop. 

The  points  in  opposition,  and  in  favour  of  our 
establishments,  together  with  other  enactments  con- 
cerning Church  affairs ;  whether,  on  the  one  hand, 
they  express  the  sentiments  of  the  Romanists,  Wes- 
leyans,  or  other  Dissenters,  and  their  endeavours  to 
separate  the  Church  and  State;  or,  on  the  other 
hand,  concern  the  provision  for  glebe-houses,  ad- 
ditional curates,  proceedings  of  the  National 
Society,  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education,  or 
any  other  institutions  in  her  favour,  for  the  separa- 
tion of  jurisdiction,  or  regulation  of  her  Ecclesiastical 
courts,  or  the  increase  of  public  cemeteries ; — these 
might  here  be  entered  upon,  and  fully  exposed  to 
your  notice  and  regard,  as  showing  the  efforts  made 
on  both  sides :  on  the  one,  to  defend  and  uphold  her 
strength ;  on  the  other,  to  diminish  and  destroy  her 
usefulness.  But  although  it  appeared  important  to 
call  your  attention  to  these  points,  as  showing  some 
of  the  measures  taken  for  the  benefit  and  support  of 
our  National  Church,  yet  are  they  not  intended  to 
form  the  main  object  of  this  Address.  For,  as  some 
brethren,  whose  judgment  we  have  cause  to  respect, 
have  suggested  that  another  subject  would  be  both 
profitable  and  acceptable,  we  will  forego  the  further 
consideration  of  these  measures  at  present,  and  apply 
ourselves  to  that  which  is  pointed  out ;  namely,  a 
commentary  ui)on  the  law,  as  it  respects  the  offices  of 
the  Liturgy ;  a  subject  too  extensive  to  be  embraced 
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in  the  Address  made  to  you  at  the  last  visitation ; 
but  which,  if  omitted,  would  render  the  view  of  the 
law  relating  to  the  whole  Book  of  Common  Prayer 
circumscribed  and  incomplete. 

To  this  subject  then  let  us  turn; — and,  commencing 
with  the  office  following  that  with  which  the  fore- 
going Charge  was  concluded,  we  have  to  consider 
the  statute  law,  as  it  regards  "  The  Ministration  of 
Public  Baptism  of  Infants,  to  be  used  in  the  Church^ 

The  first  point  enjoined  by  the  statute  in  this  case 
is,  that  Baptism  be  performed  in  the  church  as  pitb- 
licly  as  possible,  and  upon  certain  stated  days ;  and 
it  assigns  reasons  calculated  to  show  the  benefit  to 
be  derived  from  that  publicity.  At  the  same  time, 
it  gives  a  latitude,  in  order  to  meet  the  exigencies  of 
any  case  that  may  arise,  which  cannot  be  brought 
within  the  general  rule  prescribed.  The  Rubric 
runs  thus :  "  The  people  are  to  be  admonished  that 
it  is  most  convenient  that  Baptism  should  not  be 
administered  but  upon  Sundays,  and  other  holydays, 
when  the  most  number  of  people  come  together,  as 
well  for  that  the  congregation  there  present  may 
testify  the  receiving  of  them  that  be  newly  baptized 
into  the  number  of  Christ's  Church  ;  as  also  because 
in  the  Baptism  of  Infants  every  man  present  may  be 
put  in  remembrance  of  his  own  profession,  made  to 
God  in  his  Baptism.  For  which  cause  also  it  is 
expedient  that  Baptism  be  ministered  in  the  vulgar 
tongue    (the   common   language    of    the    country). 
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Nevertheless,  if  necessity  so  require,  children  may  be 
baptized  upon  any  other  day." 

Reverend  Brethren,  you  will  all  perceive  that  in 
all  populous  places  necessity  does  require  children  to 
be  baptized  on  other  days;  for  otherwise  no  time 
could  be  given  to  the  divine  offices.  But  where 
this  is  not  the  case,  the  law  clearly  enjoins  the  pub- 
licity of  the  Baptism  on  the  days  prescribed. 

We  are  next  required  to  attend  to  this  particular 
observance,  "  That  there  shall  be  for  every  male  child 
to  be  baptized  two  Godfathers  and  one  Godmother, 
and  for  every  female  one  Godfather  and  two  God- 
mothers." The  reasons  for  this  provision  are  self- 
evident.  The  greater  number  out  of  the  three  pre- 
scribed being  of  the  same  sex  as  that  of  the  child, 
and  most  proper  to  watch  over  its  spiritual  welfare, 
in  default  of  the  natural  parents,  if  that  be  possible ; 
for  the  law  does  not  give  sponsors  power  to  supersede 
the  command  of  the  natural  parents  over  their 
offspring.  Happy,  indeed,  is  it  when  sponsors  are 
capable  of  seeing  that  their  godchildren  are  "  Chris- 
tianly  and  virtuously  brought  up." 

Here,  also,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  observe,  that 
at  the  end  of  this  office  of  Public  Baptism  is  a 
rubric,  which,  as  to  its  power,  is  only  declaratory,  and 
yet  is  important,  as  showing  the  light  in  which  the 
statute  looks  upon  the  canon  law;  namely,  as  a 
worthy  guide  in  an  ea^planatory  point  of  view.  It 
regards  the  use  of  the  sign  of  the  cross  in  Baptism, 
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and  is  thus  expressed :  '*  To  take  away  all  scruple 
concerning  the  use  of  the  sign  of  the  Cross  in  Bap- 
tism, the  true  explication  thereof,  and  the  just 
reasons  for  retaining  of  it,  may  be  seen  in  the  30th 
Canon,  first  published  in  the  year  1604."  We  have 
here  introduced  this  reference,  in  order  to  state  the 
ecclesiastical  qualification  of  sponsors.  By  reference 
to  the  canon  immediately  preceding  this,  we  find 
that  it  enjoins  "  no  parent  to  be  admitted  to  answer 
as  Godfather  for  his  own  child."  "And  no  person 
to  be  admitted  Godfather  or  Godmother  before  the 
said  person,  so  undertaking,  hath  received  the  Holy 
Communion."  Such  is  the  sense  of  the  Church,  as 
expressed  in  her  canon ;  and  the  only  reason  we  can 
assign  for  relaxation  in  the  observance  of  these  points 
is  the  silence  of  the  statute  *  upon  the  subject :  the 
Christian  propriety  of  the  injunction  cannot  surely 
be  doubted.  For  who  ought  to  undertake  to  answer 
for  another,  who  has  not  sought  the  means  of  grace 
in  the  Holy  Communion,  to  be  able  to  answer  for 
himself  ? 

The  law  next  ordains  that  "  when  there  are  chil- 
dren to  be  baptized,  the  parents  shall  give  know- 
ledge thereof  overnight,  or  in  the  morning  before 
the  beginning  of  the  Morning  Prayer,  to  the  curate." 
And  then  "the  sponsors,  and  the  people  with  the 
children,  must  be  ready  at  the  font,  either  imme- 
diately after  the   last  lesson    at    Morning,  or   else 

"^  Of  Uniformity. 
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immediately  after  the  last  lesson  at  Evening  Prayer, 
as  the  curate  at  his  discretion  shall  appoint.  And 
the  priest  coming  to  the  font,  (which  is  then  to  be 
filled  with  pure  water)  shall  begin  his  ministration." 
On  this  passage  it  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that 
the  main  stress  of  it  lies  upon  the  word  '' pure^'' 
"  pure  water,"  not  only  in  regard  to  decency  and  its 
spiritual  signification  ^ — but  unmixed  with  the  con- 
secrated oil  used  in  the  Roman  Church.  Indeed,  in 
expounding  the  law  of  our  Liturgy,  we  must  never 
lose  sight  of  the  contrast  often  designed  by  the 
Legislature  to  be  made  between  the  Observances 
of  the  one  church  and  the  Rubrics  of  the  other. 

In  a  subsequent  part  of  the  office,  the  law  directs 
the  priest  to  take  the  child  into  his  hands,  and  call 
upon  the  sponsors  to  name  the  child.  Let  us  here 
remark  that,  throughout  this  office,  the  words 
"priest"  and  "minister"  are  used,  but  more  ge- 
nerally that  of  priest ;  which,  coupled  as  it  is  in  this 
office  with  minister,  has  ever  been  taken  in  its  gene- 
ral signification;  and  that  (according  to  the  most 
accepted  legal  lexicographer  ^)  means  any  minister 
of  a  church,  although,  when  specially  used,  it  be 
put  for  the  second  order  of  ministers  in  the  Esta- 
blished religion.  The  law  in  this  place  makes  the 
two  words  synonymous,  and  the  Church  has  uni- 
formly acted  upon  that  meaning. 

"The  priest  repeating  the  name,  after  the  god- 

•  See  Archdeacon  Yardley.         *  Tomlin'b  Law  Dictionary. 
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fathers  and  godmothers  (if  they  certify  that  the  child 
may  well  endure  it),  shall  dip  the  child  in  the  water 
discreetly  and  warily.  But  if  they  certify  that  the 
child  is  weak,  it  shall  suffice  to  pour  water  upon  it," 
saying  the  prescribed  words. 

Before  we  comment  upon  this  part  of  the  law, 
respecting  the  Public  Baptism  of  Infants,  let  us  pass 
on  to  "  the  Ministration  of  Private  Baptism  of  Chil- 
dren in  Houses^'  and  extend  our  notice  to  that  of 
"Baptism  to  such  as  are  of  Riper  Years,  who  are 
able  to  answer  for  themselves." 

Now,  the  law  concerning  Private  Baptism  com- 
mences by  a  caution  to  the  people,  as  to  the  time 
after  the  birth,  and  the  days  when  Public  Baptism 
should  be  performed ;  and  also,  as  to  the  Form  of 
Baptism  to  be  used  in  Private  Houses.  With  re- 
gard to  the  former,  it  directs  that  the  curates  of 
every  parish  (meaning  the  persons,  whether  rector, 
vicar,  or  stipendiary,  who  have  the  cure  of  souls) 
"  shall  often  admonish  the  people  that  they  defer 
not  the  baptism  of  their  children  longer  than  the 
first  or  second  Sunday  next  after  their  birth,  or  other 
holy  day  falling  between,  unless  upon  a  great  and  rea- 
sonable cause,  to  be  approved  by  the  curate."  "  And 
also  they  shall  warn  them,  that  without  great  cause 
and  necessity  they  procure  not  their  children  to  be 
baptized  at  home  in  their  houses ; " — thus  expressing 
strongly  the  sense  of  the  Church  on  the  importance 
of  Public  Baptism ; — "  but  when  need  shall  compel 
them  so  to  do : "  then  prescribing  the  form  in  which 
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baptism,  under  such  circumstances,  is  to  be  adminis- 
tered. "  First,"  says  the  law,  "  let  the  minister  of 
the  parish  (or,  in  his  absence,  any  other  lawful 
minister  that  can  be  procured) ; "  keeping  in  mind 
the  reason  for  this  latitude;  viz.  because  the  case  is 
so  urgent  that  it  would  not  admit  of  delay  till  the 
minister  of  the  parish  shall  return.  In  the  perform- 
ance of  this  office  he  is  enjoined  to  pour  water  upon 
the  child,  saying  the  prescribed  words.  Here,  again, 
the  word  "  minister  "  supplies  the  place  of  "  priest " 
in  the  form  of  Public  Baptism.  And  we  may  hence 
perceive  "  the  equivocal  signification  of  the  word 
*  minister,'  both  in  our  statutes,  canons,  and  rubrick. 
Sometimes  it  is  made  to  express  the  person  offici- 
ating in  general,  whether  priest  or  deacon ;  at  other 
times  it  denotes  priest  alone,  as  contradistinguished 
from  deacon.  And  in  such  cases,  the  determination 
of  its  precise  meaning  can  only  be  ascertained  from 
the  context  and  circumstances '." 

The  minister  in  the  present  case,  instead  of  dip- 
ping the  child,  is  to  "pour  water"  upon  it.  The 
reason  for  which  is  self-evident ;  namely,  the  weak 
state  of  the  infant,  which  required  the  private 
ministration  of  this  sacrament.  The  law  then  de- 
clares, "  that  the  child  so  baptized  is  lawfully  and 
sufficiently  baptized,  and  ought  not  to  be  bai)tized 
again.  Yet,  nevertheless,  it  is  expedient  that  it  be 
brought  to  the  church,"  &c.,  "  that  the  congregation 

^  Bum's  Ecclesiastical  Law,  vol.  iii.  p.  44. 
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may  be  certified  of  the  true  form  of  baptism  by  the 
minister  privately  before  used."  But  if  another 
lawful  minister  performed  the  rite,  then  "  to  examine 
whether  the  child  be  lawfully  baptized  or  no ; "  and, 
if  all  be  rightly  done,  to  receive  the  child,  as  one  of 
the  flock  of  true  Christian  people,  according  to  the 
form  prescribed.  The  careful  consideration  of  the 
words  "  lawful  minister  "  had,  in  the  previous  reigns 
of  Elizabeth  ^  and  James,  leads  us  to  the  meaning  of 
the  statute  in  the  use  of  this  term.  It  requires  a 
minister  lawfully  ordained  in  that  Church  of  which 
the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  is  the  formulary. 

At  the  Baptism  of  such  as  are  of  Riper  Years,  the 
law  directs  the  priest  to  take  each  person  to  be  bap- 
tized by  the  right  hand,  and  placing  him  conveniently 
by  the  font,  according  to  his  discretion,  shall  ask  the 
sponsors  his  name,  and  then  shall  dip  him  in  the 
water,  or  pour  water  upon  him. 

In  these  extracts  from  the  law  we  have  all  the 
forms  of  Baptism  stated.  First  the  dipping^  next 
"pouring  water"  upon,  and  last,  either  of  these 
usages  on  the  persons  being  baptized  ;  but  there  is 
no  mention  either  of  immersion  or  aspersion.  Now, 
let  us  consider  the  signification  of  the  order  to  dip 
contained  in  these  passages.  It  seems  clear  that  it 
is  here  used  in  a  qualified  sense,  not  to  immerge 
wholly,  but  partially ;  for  the  oldest  fonts  in  exist- 

8  MS.  Articles  of  Convocation,  1575  ;  and  Conference, 
Hampton  Court.     See  Phil.      Burn,  vol.  i.  p.  113. 
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ence,  in  the  Church  of  England,  are  not  sufficiently 
capacious  for  the  immersion  of  a  person  of  riper 
years.  Yet  the  same  term  is  used  in  the  law  for 
that  office,  as  in  that  for  the  Public  Baptism  of 
Infants, 

The  law,  very  properly,  has  made  the  sponsors  the 
persons  to  certify  the  propriety  of  dipping  the  infant 
or  not;  and  the  Church  generally  has  declared  it 
not  to  be  essential  to  the  validity  of  the  sacrament. 

It  cannot  be  supposed  that,  in  the  presence  of  the 
whole  congregation, the  minister  is  to  take  the  child 
naked  in  his  hands,  and  so  dip  it  in  the  font.  Taking 
it  for  granted,  then,  that  the  child  is  to  be  dipped 
in  his  clothing,  if  dipped  at  all,  its  health  must  be 
endangered,  in  the  opinion  of  medical  practitioners. 
For,  independent  of  the  operation  of  the  water  upon 
the  child,  which,  under  particular  circumstances,  might 
not  be  injurious,  there  is  the  keeping  it  in  its  wet 
clothing  to  the  end  of  the  service,  and  its  passage 
home  ;  sometimes  to  a  considerable  distance.  Here 
we  may  perceive  why  this  point  has  been  understood 
to  be  conceded  ^  and  the  practice  of  effusion  become 
general.  Hence  the  filling  of  the  font  with  water, 
although  in  perfect  conformity  with  the  statute,  is 
become  unnecessary.  And  we  apprehend  that  few 
or  no  persons  would  be  found  to  lay  an  indictment 
(the  mode  of  enforcing  the  statute)  against  the 
churchwardens  for  remissness  in  this  respect. 

*  See  Dr.  NichoU  on  the  subject. 
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The  law  of  our  Church,  in  its  mode  of  baptizing, 
is  indeed  only  a  continuance,  in  a  great  degree,  of 
the  previous  practice  pursued  through  many  gene- 
rations ;  as  will  appear  from  the  ancient  Rubrics. 

"  Tunc  patrino,  vel  matrina,  vel  utroque  (si  ambo 
admittantur)  Infante  tenente  sacerdos  de  vasculo 
seu  urceolo  accipit  aquam  baptismalem,  et  de  ea  ter 
fundit  super  caput  infantis  in  modum  crucis,  et  simul 
verba  proferens,  semel  tantum  distincte  et  attente 
dicit, — Ego  te  baptize,"  &c. 

"  Ubi  autem  est  consuetude  baptizandi  per  immer- 
sionem,  sacerdos  accipit  infantem,  et  advertens  ne 
laedatur,  caute  immergit,  et  trina  mersione  baptizat, 
et  semel  tantum  dicit, — Ego  te  baptize,"  &;c.,  where 
the  expression  "  advertens  ne  Isedatur  "  refers  to  the 
position  of  the  child  with  his  face  downwards ;  that 
the  forehead,  and  the  forehead  only,  might  be  dip- 
ped in  the  water.  And  this  may  possibly  assist  us 
in  affixing  the  precise  meaning  of  our  law,  in  the 
use  we  are  intended  to  make  of  the  order  to  dip  the 
child,  which  is  given  in  the  Rubric  under  consider- 
ation. 

Again,  it  would  be  an  improper  omission  were  we 
to  pass  unnoticed  the  Rubric  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  Office  for  Private  Baptism  of  Infants,  which  is 
enjoined  to  be  performed  at  the  reception  of  the 
child  into  the  congregation:  a  Rubric  valuable  on 
two  accounts.  First,  for  its  provision  for  securing 
Baptism  at  all  events ;  and,  secondly,  for  stating 
expressly  the  sense  of  the  Church  upon  the  essentials 
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of  this  sacrament.  "  If  they,  which  bring  the  in- 
fant to  the  church,  do  make  such  uncertain  answers 
to  the  priest's  questions,  as  that  it  cannot  appear 
that  the  child  was  baptized  with  water  in  the  name  of 
the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
(which  are  essential  parts  of  Baptism)  then  let  the 
priest  baptize  it  in  the  form  before  appointed  for 
Public  Baptism  of  Infants,  saving  that  at  the  dip- 
ping of  the  child  in  the  font  he  shall  use  this  form. 
If  thou  art  not  already  baptized,  N,  I  baptize  thee," 
&c. 

We  are  seldom  called  to  the  ministration  of  Bap- 
tism to  such  as  are  of  riper  years,  and  able  to  an- 
swer for  themselves.  But  still,  it  may  occur,  during 
the  ministry  of  many  of  us ;  and  our  minds  should 
be  impressed  with  the  cautious  method  which  the 
law  directs  us  to  adopt  when  our  service  is  thus  re- 
quired. It  enjoins  that,  "  when  any  such  persons, 
as  are  of  riper  years,  are  to  be  baptized,  timely  no- 
tice shall  be  given  to  the  Bishop,  or  whom  he  shall 
appoint  for  that  purpose  a  week  before,  at  the  least, 
by  the  parents,  or  some  other  discreet  persons,  that 
so  due  care  may  be  taken  for  their  examination,  whe- 
ther they  be  sufficiently  instructed  in  the  principles 
of  the  Christian  religion;  and  that  they  may  be 
exhorted  to  prepare  themselves  with  prayers  and 
fasting  for  the  receiving  of  this  Holy  Sacrament.'* 
Upon  the  other  preliminary  points  of  the  law  we 
need  not  comment ;  but  upon  the  three  concluding 
Rubrics  of  this  office  we  should  pause,  to  observe 
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that  the  person  thus  baptized  is  directed  to  be 
"  confirmed  by  the  Bishop  as  soon  as  may  be,"  "  that 
he  may  be  admitted  to  the  Holy  Communion." 

And  as  it  sometimes  happens  that  young  persons 
who  have  not  been  baptized  in  their  infancy,  and  yet 
are  not  arrived  at  years  of  discretion  to  answer  for 
themselves,  are  brought  to  us  for  Baptism,  the  law 
directs  us,  in  such  a  case,  to  use  the  Office  for 
Public  Baptism  of  Infants ;  and  in  case  of  danger 
of  death,  the  Office  for  Private  Baptism ;  only 
changing  the  word  infant  for  child  or  person,  as 
occasion  shall  require. 

A  further  observation  we  are  induced  to  make,  to 
solve  a  question  which  might  possibly  be  asked,  and 
we  will  make  it  by  quoting  a  passage  in  the  last 
edition  of  Burn's  Ecclesiastical  Law'.  "In  1806, 
a  very  eminent  civilian  was  consulted  as  to  whether 
a  clergyman  was  bound  to  baptize  the  child  of  a 
dissenter,  knowing  that  such  child  was  to  be  brought 
up  in  dissent  from  the  doctrines  of  the  Church  of 
England.  To  this  question  the  following  opinion 
was  returned  : 

'''By  the  68th  canon,  any  minister  who  shall 
refuse  or  delay  to  christen  any  child  brought  to  him 
on  Sundays  or  holydays,  after  due  notice,  is  liable 
to  be  suspended  from  his  ministry  for  three  months. 
The  phrase,  an?/  child,  is  general.  There  is  no  dis- 
tinction of  parishioners,  who  frequent  the  church  or 

'  Vol.  i.  p.  115. 
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any  other  place  of  Divine  worship.  The  reasons 
given  by  the  clergyman  himself,  in  this  case,  are  not 
stated;  but  were  considered  weak  and  fallacious. 
But  the  authority  of  the  law  is  clear  and  express  on 
this  point.  The  objection  would,  of  course,  be  much 
stronger  against  children  of  Popish  recusants  (that 
is,  of  persons  convicted,  as  formerly,  by  law  of  being 
Papists)  than  of  those  parents  supposed  to  be  Pro- 
testant dissenters.  Yet,  by  the  3rd  James  I.,  c.  5.,  s. 
14,  all  Popish  recusants  are  compelled  to  bring  their 
children  to  be  baptized  by  a  lawful  minister,  in  the 
parish  church. 

"*F.  Laurance.'" 

The  position  of  the  minister  (for  in  the  task  which 
I  have  imposed  upon  myself  I  feel  bound  to  call 
upon  you  to  attend  to  minute  particulars)  upon  the 
ministration  of  this  rite,  is  standing,  until  he  come 
to  the  Lord's  Prayer.  The  people  kneel  during  the 
reading  of  the  two  first  collects,  and  again  place 
themselves  in  the  same  posture  at  this  part  of  the 
service.  Indeed,  throughout  the  respective  offices 
of  the  ministration  of  this  sacrament,  the  law  has 
not  shown  itself  indifferent  to  the  posture  either  of 
priest  or  congregation.  Attention  to  the  law  gene- 
rally, in  this  respect,  is  proper.  For  justly  has 
Bishop  Taylor  advised  :  "  Let  no  minister  of  a  parish 
introduce  any  ceremony,  rites,  or  gestures,  though 
with  seeming  piety  and  devotion,  but  what  are  com- 
manded  by  the   Church,   and    established   by  law. 
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These  he  should  explain  to  the  people.  But  let 
there  be  no  more  introduced,  lest  the  people  be 
burdened  unnecessarily,  and  tempted  or  divided  ^" 

The  subject  next  in  order  in  the  Liturgy  is  the 
Catechism ;  upon  which  I  have  already,  in  my  last 
Address  to  you,  made  some  observations.  The  Ru- 
brics, which  should  now  be  brought  into  view,  are  all 
of  them  important,  and  should  ever  be  remembered 
by  parents,  heads  of  families,  and  instructors  of 
youth.  The  first  of  these  is  as  follows :  "  All  fathers, 
mothers,  masters,  and  dames,  shall  cause  their  chil- 
dren, servants,  and  apprentices  (which  have  not 
learned  their  Catechism),  to  come  to  the  Church  at 
the  time  appointed,  and  obediently  to  hear,  and 
be  ordered  by  the  Curate,  until  such  time  as  they 
have  learned  all  that  is  here  appointed  for  them  to 
learn."  It  would  be  well  if  this  were  more  regularly 
observed ;  for  experience  teaches  that  much  good  is 
done  to  the  youthful  mind  by  catechetical  and 
explanatory  instruction. 

Again,  we  have  occasionally  heard  the  order  given 
by  our  prelates,  preparatory  to  the  holding  of  a  con- 
firmation, animadverted  upon  as  unnecessary ;  and 
the  examination  of  the  candidate,  on  the  part  of  the 
Bishop,  or  by  his  direction,  as  disrespectful  to  the 
minister  of  the  parish  to  which  the  candidate  may 
belong.  But  we  presume  that  all  harshness  of  feeling, 
in  this  respect,  will  subside,  upon  our  calling  to  mind 
that  the  law  enacts,  that  "  So  soon  as  children  come 

^  Bishop  Taylor's  Advice  to  Clergy. 


24 


to  a  competent  age,  and  can  say,  in  their  mother 
tongue,  the  Creed,  the  Lord's  Prayer,  and  the  Ten 
Commandments,  and  also  can  answer  to  the  other 
questions  of  this  short  Catechism,  they  shall  be 
brought  to  the  Bishop.  And  every  one  shall  have  a 
Godfather  and  a  Godmother,  as  a  witness  to  their 
Confirmation."  That  is,  as  a  witness  of  the  solemn 
engagement  which  the  person  then  undertakes,  and 
a  monitor  as  occasion  may  require.  "  And  when- 
soever the  Bishop  shall  give  knowledge  for  children 
to  be  brought  to  him  for  their  Confirmation,  the 
Curate  of  every  parish  shall  either  bring,  or  send  in 
writing,  with  his  hand  subscribed  thereunto,  the 
names  of  all  such  persons  within  his  parish,  as  he 
shall  think  fit  to  be  presented  to  the  Bishop  to  be 
confirmed.  And,  if  the  Bishop  approve  of  them^  he 
shall  confirm  them  in  the  manner  following ;" — Thm, 
not  only  giving  the  Bishop  a  power  to  examine  the 
candidates,  but  to  accept  or  reject  them  according  to 
circumstances. 

The  Order  of  Confirmation  affords  nothing  remark- 
able in  a  legal  point  of  view,  except  the  injunction 
contained  in  the  last  Rubric,  which  requires  that 
"  none  shall  be  admitted  to  the  Holy  Communion 
until  such  time  as  he  be  confirmed  or  be  ready  (that 
is,  qualified  according  to  the  Rubric  of  the  Catechism), 
and  desirous  to  be  confirmed." 

In  considering  the  law  for  "  the  Solemnization  of 
Marriage,"  we  must  not  omit  that  part  which  enjoins 
that  where  the  "  parties  dwell  in  divers  parishes,  the 
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banns  shall  be  published  in  both  parishes."  The 
statute  of  the  4th  Geo.  IV.  c.  76,  repeats  the  enact- 
ment, and  makes  use  of  the  words,  "  wherein  each 
of  the  said  persons  shall  dwell."  Appeals  are  some- 
times made  by  reverend  brethren  to  those  in  autho- 
rity for  an  opinion  to  enable  them  to  ascertain  the 
legal  meaning  of  the  word  **  divell^  as  it  is  used  here 
and  in  subsequent  statutes. 

Now,  there  can  be  no  more  just  reason  given,  w^hy 
the  law  requires  publication  of  banns  at  all,  than 
that  those  persons  who  know  the  parties  intimately, 
and  have  power  over  their  minority,  may  have  the 
opportunity  of  prohibiting  their  proceeding  to  mar- 
riage, in  any  case  contrary  to  the  Law  of  God  or  of 
the  nation  to  which  they  belong,  or  to  their  own 
interests  and  welfare.  To  obtain  this  object,  not 
only  in  this  statute,  but  in  other  enactments,  the  law 
requires  the  publication  of  the  banns  both  of  the  man 
and  the  woman,  at  the  place  of  their  established 
residence,  where  they  are  best  known ;  and  that  is, 
not  where  they  sojourn,  but  where  they  usually  dwell. 
The  distinction  between  the  two  words  is  well  marked 
by  Dr.  Donne, 

"  Here  dwells  he ;  though  he  sojourn  every  where 
In  progress,  yet  his  standing  house  is  here." 

Hence,  they  are  required  by  law  to  give  seven  days' 
notice  to  the  minister  of  their  intention  to  put  up 
the  banns  for  publication,  in  order  that  he  may 
ascertain  where  they  dwell,  and  whether  the  true 
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name  of  the  parties  be  given  to  them.  For  this  is 
important.  All  the  baptismal  names  should  in 
strictness  be  set  down ;  and,  according  to  the  opin- 
ion of  the  late  Lord  Stowell,  the  publication  of  banns 
in  a  false  name  is  equivalent  to  no  publication  ^ 

The  practice  of  going  from  the  place  of  the  one 
party's  actual  residence  into  that  of  the  other  party, 
to  conceal  the  publicity  of  the  intended  marriage  in 
the  one  place,  or  possibly  to  avoid  the  payment  of 
the  customary  dues,  is  clearly  to  defeat  the  intention 
of  the  law ;  and,  at  least,  to  be  disapproved,  if  it 
cannot  always  be  prevented. 

We  know  that,  in  the  affidavit  made,  in  order  to 
obtain  a  marriage  licence,  the  party  is  to  swear  that 
either  he  or  the  intended  bride  has  been  resident  for 
the  last  fifteen  days  where  the  marriage  is  to  take 
place.  Hence  some  persons  have  argued  that  a 
party  may  be  said  to  dwell,  according  to  the  act, 
where  he  has  been  for  that  space  of  time.  We  are 
not  aware  that  any  judgment  has  been  given  on  this 
point ;  and,  in  the  absence  of  the  decision  of  a  court, 
we  may  be  permitted  to  observe  that  the  cases  of 
licence  and  banns  appear  to  be  dissimilar.  In  the 
case  of  licence,  the  court  granting  it  has  time  to 
receive  a  caveat ;  the  licence,  since  the  adoption  of 
the  affidavit,  not  issuing  from  the  surrogate,  but 
from  the  officer  of  the  court ;  which,  on  the  notifica- 
tion of  the  parent  or  guardian,  can  refuse  the  licence. 

»  See  Phil.   Burn,  vol.  ii.  p.  4626. 
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But  in  the  case  of  banns  they  must  personally  and 
openly  proclaim  their  dissent ;  and  where  can  they 
exercise  this  right,  which  the  law  gives  them,  but  in 
the  place  in  which  they  know  that  the  party  has  his 
usual  abode? 

The  very  first  order  given  by  the  law  in  the  Office 
for  the  Visitation  of  the  Sick  ought  to  be  strictly 
observed  by  every  parishioner.  It  is  this :  "  When 
any  person  is  sick,  notice  shall  be  given  thereof  to 
the  minister  of  the  parish."  And  why  does  the  law 
require  this  ?  Not  merely  because  it  gives  the  pro- 
per information  to  the  minister,  but  that  the  very 
circumstance  of  the  notification  indicates  the  desire 
of  the  sick  person  to  receive  spiritual  consolation; 
a  very  important  point  for  the  minister  to  ascertain 
in  the  performance  of  this  grave  and  impressive 
office.  Not  that  this  injunction  is  to  put  aside  the 
voluntary  and  unsolicited  visitation  of  the  minister : 
far  from  it.  Truly  has  Bishop  Taylor  said,  "  A 
minister  must  not  stay  till  he  be  sent  for ;  but  of  his 
own  accord  and  care  should  go  to  them  *." 

The  whole  series  of  Rubrics  before  the  absolution 
in  this  office  requires  the  most  careful  consideration ; 
and  the  spiritual  state  of  the  mind  and  disposition 
should  be  well  ascertained  before  the  absolution  is 
pronounced.  These  Rubrics,  together  with  those 
prefixed  and  appended  to  the  Communion  of  the 
Sick,  are   worthy  of  especial  regard.     Scarcely  any 

*  Fol.  1670.     Supplement  to  the  'Ei'iovroe. 
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law  could  be  more  carefully  drawn,  or  be  better 
adapted  to  meet  the  various  illness  to  which  mankind 
is  subjected  than  these,  or  be  more  particular  in 
giving  the  required  latitude  in  the  execution  of  this 
office,  under  special  circumstances.  One  of  these 
we  must  not  pass  over  without  observation.  It  is 
this :  "  If  a  man,  either  by  reason  of  extremity  of 
sickness,  or  for  want  of  warning  in  due  time  to  the 
Curate,  or  for  lack  of  company  to  receive  with  him, 
or  by  any  other  just  impediment,  do  not  receive  the 
Sacrament  of  Christ's  Body  and  Blood,  the  Curate 
shall  instruct  him,  that  if  he  do  truly  repent  him  of 
his  sins,  and  stedfastly  believe  that  Jesus  Christ  hath 
suffered  death  upon  the  Cross  for  him,  and  shed  His 
blood  for  his  redemption,  earnestly  remembering  the 
benefits  he  hath  thereby,  and  giving  Him  hearty 
thanks  therefore,  he  doth  eat  and  drink  the  Body 
and  Blood  of  our  Saviour  Christ,  profitably  to  his 
soul's  health,  although  he  do  not  receive  the  Sacra- 
ment with  his  mouth."  There  is  much,  very  much 
in  this  Rubric  :  for  in  it  the  Church  gives  judgment 
in  as  orrave  a  case  as  can  well  come  before  it. 

o 

We  are  all  aware  how  much  the  first  Rubric  in 
the  Order  for  Burial  of  the  Dead  has  given  rise  to 
discussion  and  litigation ;  and  how  much  legal  learn- 
ing has  been  called  forth  in  deciding  upon  the 
meaning  of  the  word  "  unbaptized,"  which  it  con- 
tains. The  case  of  Kemp  v.  Wickes  is  that  which 
rules  the  question  at  the  present  moment ;  and  it 
would  be  worse  than  vain  to  attempt  to  disregard 
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that  decision.  It  is  true  these  words  were  intro- 
duced into  the  law  by  the  Act  of  Uniformity ;  but 
then  it  is  as  true,  that  the  framers  of  that  Act 
at  the  time  could  not  avoid  knowing,  wJien  they 
introduced  them,  that  numbers  had  been,  and  would 
be,  brought  to  the  church  to  be  buried,  who,  during 
the  previous  ten  years  of  usurpation,  had  not  been 
baptized  by  persons  in  holy  orders.  And  to  the 
law  as  it  stands  at  present,  be  it  or  be  it  not 
satisfactory  to  our  reverend  brethren,  we  must 
submit. 

The  spot  at  which  the  clergyman  is  to  meet  the 
corpse  is,  we  all  know,  the  entrance  to  the  church- 
yard. And  the  best  explanation  of  the  words 
"  going  before  it,  either  into  the  church  or  towards 
the  grave,"  appears  to  be  that  of  Mr.  Shepherd,  who 
states  that,  when  this  Rubric  was  formed,  there 
was  a  reason  for  the  minister's  going  to  the  grave 
in  the  first  place,  which  does  not  at  present  exist. 
It  was  then  in  some  places  not  uncommon  to  bury 
the  poorer  people  without  a  coffin,  the  body 
being  wrapped  in  some  thick  coarse  clothing.  On 
such  occasions  there  might  be  an  obvious  reason 
for  not  admitting  the  corpse  into  the  church.  And 
even  at  present,  where  there  is  the  probability  of 
infection,  the  minister  on  that  ground  would  reason- 
ably exercise  his  discretion,  if  he  should  first  go 
to  the  grave,  and  then  into  the  church.  For 
the  prayers   and  exhortations  in  the  Burial  Office 
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are  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  dead,  but  of  the 
living. 

Having  in  the  previous  Charge  observed  upon  the 
Rubric  of  the  Office  for  Churching  of  Women,  it  is 
unnecessary  here  to  enlarge  upon  it.  And  we  pass 
on  to  the  last  portion  of  the  law  of  the  Common 
Prayer  upon  which  we  shall  at  present  comment, 
and  that  is,  "  The  Commination."  This,  the  Rubric 
states,  is  to  be  used  on  the  first  day  of  "  Lent,  and 
at  other  times,  as  the  ordinary  shall  appoint." 

Ordinaries  seldom  or  never  use  the  power  here 
given  them  ;  but  this  office  has  been  taken  for  a 
guide  "in  making  selections  for  the  service  to  be 
used  on  solemn  days  of  fasting  and  humiliation." 
"The  Commination"  has  sometimes  been  erro- 
neously understood  by  the  uninstructed  and  inat- 
tentive, who  have  supposed  it  to  be  the  pronouncing 
of  a  curse  upon  grievous  offenders.  But  the  most 
common  attention  (we  might  reasonably  suppose) 
to  the  exhortation  with  which  it  commences,  would 
let  them  plainly  know  that  it  is  only  a  declaration  of 
the  words  of  Holy  Scripture  against  the  sins  men- 
tioned in  the  twenty-seventh  chapter  of  Deutero- 
nomy; and  rehearsing  the  general  sentences  of 
Divine  condemnation  against  the  impenitent,  so 
long  as  they  continue  impenitent.  And  this  is 
done  with  the  merciful  purpose  of  being  a  solemn 
warning  to  induce  sinners  to  true  repentance ; 
assuring  them,  at  the  same  time,  that  if  they  do, 
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Christ  will  deliver  them  from  the  curse  of  the  law, 
and  give  them  the  benediction  of  his  Father. 

It  does  not  appear  necessary  for  our  present  pur- 
pose to  make  any  remark  upon  the  Law  of  "  The 
Form  of  Prayer  to  be  used  at  Sea,"  nor  upon  that 
"  for  Ordaining  and  Consecrating  Bishops,  Priests, 
and  Deacons,"  as  they  do  not  come  within  the 
range  of  parochial  duty.  And,  with  respect  to  the 
Rubrics  of  the  Offices  for  the  5th  November, 
30th  January,  29th  May,  and  Accession  of  the 
Sovereign  to  the  Throne,  these,  not  being  confirmed 
by  any  Act  of  Parliament,  but  only  having  the 
weight  of  Royal  Authority,  are  no  part  of  the 
Statute  Law,  and  therefore  are  not  comprehended 
in  our  view. 

Thus,  Reverend  Brethren,  have  we  had  the  Law 
of  the  Common  Prayer  brought  before  us  in  a  con- 
tinuous series.  A  point  of  some  importance,  we  were 
led  to  suppose,  at  the  present  moment,  when  various 
opinions  require  us  to  refer  for  guidance  to  some 
certain  standard  (as  the  Act  of  Uniformity  is  and 
was  designed  to  be) ;  and  also  to  guard  against  such 
errors  as  might  subject  us  to  the  painful  position  of 
an  indictment  under  the  statute  before  a  judge,  pre- 
siding not  over  ecclesiastical  but  civil  matters. 
Above  all,  it  exhibits  to  our  contemplation  the 
whole  ordinances  of  our  Liturgy : — that  which  en- 
gaged the  earnest  attention,  and  received  the  last 
hand  of  the  considerate,  dispassionate,  and  learned 
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Sanderson,  and  deserves  our  highest  veneration. 
For  it  combines  form  with  simplicity,  order  with 
devotion ;  and,  by  its  holy  tendency,  raises  the  mind 
and  affections  even  to  the  throne  of  God. 


THE   END. 
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